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Accreditation Statement
The Indiana State Medical Association (ISMA) is accredited by the Accreditation 
Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to provide continuing medical 
education for physicians.

Designation Statement:  The ISMA designates this live webinar for a maximum of 1.0 
AMA PRA Category 1 CreditsTM.  Physicians should claim only the credit 
commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

Note:  While offering the CME credit hours listed in these pages, these activities are 
not intended to provide extensive training in a field.

Disclosure:  In accordance with the ACCME Standards for Commercial Support, 
educational programs sponsored by the ISMA must demonstrate balance, 
independence, objectivity and scientific rigor. Prior to the activity, all faculty, authors, 
editors and planning committee members participating in an ISMA-sponsored activity 
are required to disclose to attendees any relevant financial interest or other 
relationship with the manufacturer(s) of any commercial product(s) and/or 
provider(s) of commercial services that are discussed in an educational activity.

CME Credit Information
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The Indiana State Medical Association (ISMA) has implemented a process where everyone who is in a position to 
control the content of an education activity has disclosed to us all relevant financial relationships with any 
commercial interest.  In addition, should it be determined that a conflict of interest exists as a result of a financial 
relationship this will need to be resolved prior to the activity.

Disclosure of Financial Relationships
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Name Speaker Planner Commercial Interest/

Content Validity

Role/Nature 

of Financial 

Relationship

What I Received Conflict/Resolved

Cook, Stacy, JD

Barnes & Thornburg, LLP

X No relevant financial relationships with any 

commercial interests

N/A N/A None

Obregon, Ranae

Director of Education

Indiana State Medical Association 

X No relevant financial relationships with any 

commercial interests

N/A N/A None

Stearley, Cheryl

CME Accreditation & Recognition Administrator

Indiana State Medical Association

X No relevant financial relationships with any 

commercial interests

N/A N/A None



Objectives

• Comprehend the newest requirements 

related to INSPECT

• Understand Indiana’s new CME 

requirements for opioid education

• Understand requirements in other 

opioid prescribing laws

• Mitigate the potential for non-

compliance  
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Disclaimer

This presentation is informational only. 

It does not constitute legal advice. 
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Recent Indiana Laws for Controlled 

Substance Prescribers

• Mandatory CME

• INSPECT Registration

• Checking INSPECT
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You have questions, we have answers
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Opioid Abuse 
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CDC - U.S. Opioid Prescribing Rate Maps - 2017



Opioid Abuse
• As a result of overdose and opioid prescription 

statistics, in 2017 and 2018 states (including Indiana) 

focused on ways to decrease opioid abuse

• Indiana began addressing the issue in a number of 

ways, including the 2018 legislation aimed at 

prescribers (for discussion today)

• Other ways to combat opioid abuse:

– Drug takeback programs

– Financial support for prevention programs

– Naloxone availability

– Five new treatment programs opened in first part of 2018
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Mandatory Opioid CME for 

CSR Holders
Senate Bill 225 (from 2018 legislative session)

Beginning July 1, 2019 (next physician renewal):

• All practitioners who apply for or renew Indiana Controlled 

Substances Registration (CSR)

– Note: The CSR is a separate license from a license to practice medicine

• Must have completed 2 hours of CME during the previous 2 

years 

– CME must address opioid prescribing and opioid abuse

• CME courses must be offered by an approved organization

– Per Medical Board’s website, any organization accredited by ACCME is 

approved.  There is a link on Board’s website

– ISMA is accredited by ACCME

– https://www.in.gov/pla/4040.htm
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https://www.in.gov/pla/4040.htm
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Indiana Medical Board Website:



Mandatory Opioid CME for 

CSR Holders

The law sunsets July 1, 2025 
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Mandatory Opioid CME 

for CSR Holders
• Upon renewal licensee must attest to compliance

– No need to submit certifications/proof of completion

– Board may audit up to 10% of all licensees

– Be sure to retain proof of completion

• 3 year look back

– Failure to comply

• Notice of non-compliance

• 6 months to remedy

• Fine up to $1,000

• Suspend license for non-compliance
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Mandatory Opioid CME – FAQS

Q:  If I don’t have an Indiana CSR, do I 

need to get the opioid CME?

A:  No, the requirement is for 

individuals who hold an Indiana 

Controlled Substance Registration 

(CSR)
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Mandatory Opioid CME – FAQS

Q:  Can I practice medicine in Indiana without 

a CSR?

A:  Yes – the only thing you cannot do 

without an Indiana CSR is prescribe 

controlled substances.  You can prescribe 

medications that are not controlled 

substances.  You cannot hold a federal DEA 

registration without an Indiana CSR. 
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Mandatory Opioid CME – FAQS

Q:  How do I tell if I have a CSR, or if 

my CSR is active? 

A:  You can do that online here  

https://mylicense.in.gov/everification/Se

arch.aspx
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https://mylicense.in.gov/everification/Search.aspx
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Mandatory Opioid CME – FAQS
• Your Indiana license and CSR (if any are shown 

separately)

• The two license numbers are the same, but the 

license to practice medicine has an “A” at the end 

and the CSR has a “B” at the end

• Under “License Type” it will specify either 

“Physician” (general license to practice medicine) 

or “CSR-Physician,” which is the CSR and your 

provider type

• For each license it will show “Status” – if Active 

that means it is current and active 
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Mandatory Opioid CME – FAQS

Q:  How do I know if the CME topic is 

sufficient to cover “opioid prescribing and 

opioid abuse?”

A:  The Indiana Professional Licensing 

Agency has stated it will not be scrutinizing 

the CME that is offered, only that when it 

audits the practitioners, the CME has to be 

generally about opioid prescribing and abuse.
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Mandatory Opioid CME – FAQS

Q:  What should I do if I don’t want to 

renew my CSR? 

A: Do not complete the application to 

renew the CSR, and it will expire. 
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Mandatory Opioid CME – FAQS

Q:  When is the next renewal?

A:  For physicians, it begins around 

July 1, 2019 and ends October 31, 

2019.  If a CSR isn’t renewed by 

October 31, 2019, it will expire. 
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Mandatory Opioid CME – FAQS

Q:  Does the CME have to be Category 1?

A:  The law does not specify that any 

particular Category is required. 

However, as a practical matter, because CME must be provided 

by an approved/accredited provider, the CME will need to be 

Category 1. An accredited provider cannot advertise any CME 

as meeting Category 2. 
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Mandatory Opioid CME – FAQS

Q:  Does the ISMA have other Opioid 

CME Webinars?

A:  Yes, ISMA has provided a series of 

opioid webinars; a catalog of ISMA’s 

seminars/webinars can be accessed 

online at:  

https://www.ismanet.org/ISMA/Registr

ation/webinar_list.aspx
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https://www.ismanet.org/ISMA/Registration/webinar_list.aspx


Requirement to Register with 

INSPECT

Senate Bill 221 (from 2018 legislative session)

• Effective January 1, 2019, all practitioners 

permitted to prescribe/dispense/administer 

controlled substances must register with INSPECT

• Registration is online at 

https://indiana.pmpaware.net/identities/new

• Each prescriber must create his/her own account
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https://indiana.pmpaware.net/identities/new




Requirement to Register with 

INSPECT

• Before beginning the registration 
process, providers will need to have 
the following information ready:

– Individual email address (to which only 
the practitioner has access) 

– CSR # 

– DEA # 

– Medical license # 

– Driver’s license #
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INSPECT Registration FAQs

Q:  What if I have an Indiana CSR but not a 
DEA registration; do I still need to register with 
INSPECT?

A:  Practitioners who do not have a DEA 
registration will not be able to register with 
INSPECT.  According to INSPECT’s 
interpretation of the law, a practitioner who 
holds an Indiana CSR but not a DEA 
registration is not required to register with 
INSPECT since the practitioner would not be 
permitted to prescribe or dispense controlled 
substances.
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INSPECT Registration FAQs

Q:  Do I need to register with INSPECT if I 

have a CSR and DEA registration but never 

prescribe controlled substances? 

A:  Yes – if you hold an Indiana CSR and 

DEA registration you must register with 

INSPECT, even if you never prescribe, 

dispense, or administer controlled 

substances.  The requirement to register with 

INSPECT is separate from the requirement to 

check INSPECT.
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INSPECT Registration FAQs

Q:  I had an INSPECT account years before but I 
am unable to create another account, what do I 
do?
A:  INSPECT does not allow one person to have 
more than one account.  INSPECT accounts are 
tied to email.  If you have registered before, you 
need to use that same email and account.  If you 
no longer have access to the email that you 
originally used to open the account, you need to 
contact INSPECT to set up a new email address 
for your account.  You can contact INSPECT at 
844-446-4767.

33



INSPECT Registration FAQs

Q:  If I have multiple DEA registrations, 

do I need a separate INSPECT account 

for each DEA registration? 

A:  No, you just need one INSPECT 

account. 
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Checking INSPECT
Senate Bill 221 (Generally Effective July 1, 2018)

Requires checking INSPECT each time before prescribing an 

opioid or benzodiazepine to any patient

Effective date depends on situation:

• Effective  7/1/2018 for practitioners with INSPECT 

integrated into EMR – effective any time integration occurs

• What does it mean for INSPECT to be integrated?
– No separate log in is required to check INSPECT while in EMR, one-click 

gets you in INSPECT
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Checking INSPECT

• Applies 1/1/2019 for practitioners 

providing services in: 
o The ER; or 

o A pain management clinic (a facility that 

primarily engages in the treatment of pain or 

pain management through prescribing controlled 

substances)

• Applies 1/1/2020 to practitioners providing 

services in a hospital

• Applies 1/1/2021 to all practitioners

37



Checking INSPECT

Exceptions to checking INSPECT each time:

• For patients subject to a pain management 
contract – practitioner is not required to check 
INSPECT more than once every 90 days

• Practitioners who obtain a waiver from the 
licensing board because the practitioner does 
not have access to the Internet at the 
practitioner’s office

Note:  No specific exceptions for emergencies, 
hospice, palliative care, or LTC patients 
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Checking INSPECT FAQs

Q:  Do I need to check INSPECT if I am 

giving the medications to the patient (for 

example, as an anesthesiologist for a 

procedure)?

A:  No, the requirement to check INSPECT is 

before the practitioner prescribes/dispenses 

opiates and benzodiazepines.  If a practitioner 

is administering the medications, the 

requirement does not apply.
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Checking INSPECT FAQs

Q:  Do I need to check INSPECT if I am 

ordering an opiate to be given to the patient 

in a hospital or other institutional setting?

A:  No, the requirement to check INSPECT is 

before the practitioner prescribes/dispenses

opiates and benzodiazepines.  If a practitioner 

is giving an order for someone else (like a 

nurse) to administer the medication, the 

requirement does not apply.
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Checking INSPECT FAQs

Q:  If I write a prescription for an opioid 

to a patient who is being discharged 

from the hospital or ASC, do I need to 

check INSPECT before writing the 

prescription?

A:  Yes. 
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Checking INSPECT FAQs

Q:  Can I delegate to another person to 

check INSPECT for me?

A:  Yes, and INSPECT has a way for 

practitioners to name individuals as 

delegates.
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Checking INSPECT FAQs

Q:  Is there a limit on the number of 

delegates?

A:  The law does not have a limit, but 

operationally INSPECT has a limit of 10 

delegates.  Each delegate can have 

multiple prescribers attached.
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Checking INSPECT FAQs

Q:  Do I need to document or keep proof that I have 

checked INSPECT? 

A:  The law does not require documentation, but you 

will want to have proof that you checked if it ever 

comes into question.  The good news is that 

INSPECT tracks all activities, so you will be able to 

run a report to show when you queried a patient, 

and you can also run the same report for your 

delegate, to make sure your delegate is checking 

INSPECT for you. 

44



Checking INSPECT FAQs

Q:  What is the penalty for failing to 

check INSPECT as required?

A:  Last year, the INSPECT bill that 

included the registration requirement 

and the mandatory query requirements 

was unintentionally drafted in a manner 

that tied non-compliance with a criminal 

penalty (the Class A misdemeanor). 
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Checking INSPECT FAQs

• This year, ISMA is working on a technical 
correction to remove the application of the 
criminal penalty from the requirements to 
register or query INSPECT.

• Instead, any non-compliance issue will be left 
to the licensing boards for each prescribing 
profession, which is the normal disciplinary 
method for licensed professionals. 

• The Professional Licensing Agency will 
continue to communicate with those who 
haven’t registered to continue to help all 
providers comply with the new law.
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Checking INSPECT FAQs

Q:  Do I have to check INSPECT before 

prescribing Adderall? 

A:  No, the requirement is for 

prescribing opioids and 

benzodiazepines.
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Checking INSPECT FAQs

Q:  If I prescribe one or 2 Ativan before 

a procedure am I required to check 

INSPECT?

A:  Yes, the law requires checking 

INSPECT before prescribing any amount 

of benzodiazepine or opiate. 
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Checking INSPECT FAQs

Q: Do I have to check INSPECT before 

refilling a prescription for an 

opioid/benzodiazepine?

A: The law is not completely clear on 

this but a reasonable interpretation is 

“No” – since a refill is not a different 

prescription. 
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Stacy L. Cook, JD, LLM

Barnes & Thornburg, LLP

scook@btlaw.com

ISMA

https://www.ismanet.org

(317) 261-2060

(800) 257-4762
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https://www.ismanet.org/


Please complete your program evaluation

using the Survey Monkey link provided in your email

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XM89W87

Thank you for participating!
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XM89W87

