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The Honorable Jim Baird

U.S. House of Representatives

2303 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Re: 2018 Farm Bill Hemp Loophole and the Dangers of Unregulated Delta-8 THC
Dear Congressman Baird:

On behalf of the nearly 9,000 physicians and medical students of the Indiana State
Medical Association (ISMA) and the 6.9 million Hoosier patients we serve, the
ISMA thanks Congress for the leadership shown in helping close the hemp
loophole late last year. As an association advocating on behalf of physicians,
safety for constituents is a top priority we all align with. Please help keep the
loophole closed in the face of ongoing pressure from the hemp industry.

The authorization of hemp production in the 2018 Farm Bill was well-intentioned.
Its purpose was to open a new agricultural avenue for American farmers and
workers, offering economic opportunity in a growing and legitimate market.

Rather than respecting the intent of the legislation, it was exploited and the
loophole to sell hemp products with delta-8 THC became a national gray market.
Despite the unfounded notion that hemp-derived THC is a safe alternative to
marijuana products, the FDA has never evaluated or approved delta-8 THC for safe
use in any form.

Nonetheless, industry markets their products this way, placing children at direct
risk. Intoxicating hemp products containing delta-8 THC are directly targeted at
teens, designed to appear as candy and snacks, and sold without any age
restrictions whatsoever. From a clinical standpoint, this is deeply concerning.
Regarding younger children, this deceptive marketing led to accidental exposures
that have sent hundreds of children to hospitals. Children and adolescents are
particularly vulnerable to the neurological effects of THC and early exposure is
associated with lasting cognitive and developmental harm.



https://www.sciencenews.org/article/teens-using-unregulated-delta-8-thc
https://www.sciencenews.org/article/teens-using-unregulated-delta-8-thc
https://www.wsj.com/health/healthcare/hemp-gummies-are-sending-hundreds-of-kids-to-hospitals-00ab0224

Research has shown that intoxicating hemp products are often mislabeled and
regularly surpass legal THC limits. Others have tested positive for ingredients like
pesticides and heavy metals, all of which pose long-term health risks to
consumers of any age. Risks include cognitive decline, neurodegenerative
diseases, and even cancer.

Studies show just how bad an unregulated hemp market has been for our country.
According to the FDA, of more than 2,300 poison control center cases involving
delta-8 THC exposure, 70 percent required evaluation at a health care facility.
Importantly, nearly half of those patients were children.

Congress took a necessary and evidence-based step late last year by closing this
loophole. Yet, the industry is now pushing to reopen this same loophole that
threatened public health.

ISMA members have developed and approved policies on this topic. Below are
aspects for which we advocate.

e Preventing marketing of any form of THC to youth, which closing this
loophole is necessary to achieve.

e Rescheduling cannabis from Schedule | to Il in order to promote/facilitate
medical benefits research and allow medical marijuana and its chemical
components in controlled drug studies.

In summary, the ISMA requests your support of efforts to prevent the marketing
and sales of hemp products with delta-8 THC to adolescents.

Thank you for your efforts to improve safety for children of all ages.

Respectfully,

Ryan Singerman, DO
President
Indiana State Medical Association


https://www.fda.gov/consumers/consumer-updates/5-things-know-about-delta-8-tetrahydrocannabinol-delta-8-thc

