AMA Releases Special Coding Advice Related to COVID-19

New guidance from the AMA provides special coding advice during the COVID-19 public health
emergency.

One resource outlines coding scenarios designed to help health care professionals apply best coding
practices. The scenarios include telehealth services for all patients. Examples specifically related to
COVID-19 testing include coding for when a patient: comes to the office for E/M visit, and is tested for
COVID-19 during the visit; receives a telehealth visit re: COVID-19 and is directed to come to physician
office or physician’s group practice site for testing; receives a virtual check-in/online visit re: COVID-19
(not related to E/M visit), and is directed to come to physician office for testing; and more.

There is also a quick-reference flow chart that outlines CPT reporting for COVID-19 testing.

A new web page on the AMA site also outlines CMS payment policies and regulatory flexibilities related
to COVID-19.



https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ama-assn.org%2Fsystem%2Ffiles%2F2020-03%2Fcovid-19-coding-advice.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cjdart%40ismanet.org%7C3aa1fa926d2a4b872e2108d7d0450e24%7C6ae61a81794148248fc34b9173e44561%7C0%7C1%7C637206867332836756&sdata=kB7Cy5FfGlLL8fVOIfUH0hzqTAi9ZNVf4NGQjzE0SAY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ama-assn.org%2Fsystem%2Ffiles%2F2020-03%2Fcpt-reporting-covid-19-testing.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cjdart%40ismanet.org%7C3aa1fa926d2a4b872e2108d7d0450e24%7C6ae61a81794148248fc34b9173e44561%7C0%7C1%7C637206867332836756&sdata=AAO9HaOT%2Bz3nsI4qPkk0LP5%2B4AyTvODZFMc4XKDtYmQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ama-assn.org%2Fdelivering-care%2Fpublic-health%2Fcms-payment-policies-regulatory-flexibilities-during-covid-19&data=02%7C01%7Cjdart%40ismanet.org%7C3aa1fa926d2a4b872e2108d7d0450e24%7C6ae61a81794148248fc34b9173e44561%7C0%7C1%7C637206867332846750&sdata=vY7c5dgUdgwd5UuRXvoWw5AdE6SOpNdS907PtrDFqB8%3D&reserved=0

