
QUESTIONS?
Contact ISMA Practice Management staff at (800) 257-4762 or (317) 261-2060.

This information is current and accurate as of 12/30/2014. Please check the references for regular updates.

CLARIFICATION OF CMS/WPS MEDICARE
GUIDELINES FOR PNEUMOCOCCAL VACCINATIONS

CMS/WPS Medicare does not follow Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) guidelines for 
pneumococcal vaccinations.

Medicare law only allows contractors to reimburse for a second pneumococcal vaccination 5 years after the 
initial vaccination is given and then only for those at highest risk. This group includes persons with:

For more details, refer to the CMS Internet Only Manual 100-04, Chapter 18, Section 10.1.1 found at 
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/clm104c18.pdf.

	 •	 Functional or anatomic asplenia 
		  (e.g., sickle cell disease, splenectomy)
	 •	 HIV infection
	 •	 Leukemia
	 •	 Lymphoma
	 •	 Hodgkin’s disease
	 •	 Multiple myeloma
	 •	 Generalized malignancy

	 •	 Chronic renal failure
	 •	 Nephrotic syndrome
	 •	 Other conditions associated with 
		  immunosuppression such as:
		  -	 Organ transplantation
		  -	 Bone marrow transplantation
		  -	 Those receiving immunosuppressive 
			   chemotherapy
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