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State’s physicians prescribe ‘Vote for Your Health’
Campaign points out importance of voting; need for Medicare payment reform
INDIANAPOLIS -Indiana physicians are issuing a new prescription to Hoosiers. They are reminding the
public to vote on Nov. 2. During the Indiana State Medical Association (ISMA) annual convention in
September, physician delegates from around the state asked the ISMA board of trustees to implement a
“Vote for Your Health” campaign.
A resolution calling for the campaign pointed out the upcoming election’s possible impact on health
reform and the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Launched on the ISMA website and on Facebook and
Twitter, the campaign points out that everyone should become educated on the candidates and their
positions.
Pundits say the election may change the majority party in the U.S. House and Senate with the opportunity
to modify health system reform and funding through new legislation.
“No matter what your opinion is about health care reform, you should vote,” said Brent Mohr, M.D.,
president of the ISMA.
While encouraging Hoosiers to go to the polls, the campaign also draws attention to a weakness of the
ACA; it fails to fix the Medicare payment formula—a problem that could intensify access to care
problems for the state’s nearly one million Medicare patients and 90,000 military who receive Tricare
benefits. In December, the Medicare physician payment cut will be a whopping 23 percent, increasing to
nearly 30 percent in January.
“Baby boomers will begin entering Medicare in 2011. If the physician payment problem isn’t fixed, these
new Medicare patients will have difficulty finding a doctor to treat them. Senior citizens, military
personnel and the baby boom generation are largely unaware of the cuts and their potential impact. In the
time available before the election, we’re urging them to ask the Congressional candidates and incumbents
some tough questions about fixing the Medicare payment formula,” said Dr. Mohr.
Experts agree the existing formula was flawed from the beginning because it never kept pace up with the
increasing costs of running a medical office, which is really a small business.
“We need a rational Medicare physician payment system that automatically keeps up with the cost of
running a practice and is backed by a fair, stable funding formula. It is the only way physicians can
continue to provide needed care to Medicare and Tricare recipients and to the influx of boomers we
expect,” Dr. Mohr said.
“It’s important that Congressional candidates and incumbents understand why a permanent fix to the
Medicare payment formula is needed.”
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